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Perinephric haematopoiesis

A 59-year-old man presented with persistent abdominal discom-
fort 12 months after splenectomy for thrombocytopenia to
ameliorate progressive myelofibrosis. Physical examination
revealed bilateral loin masses. Computed tomography of the
abdomen identified perinephric cuffing by soft tissue nodular
masses in the perinephric fat (Figure A). Core needle biopsy of
the right perinephric fat revealed haematopoietic cells (Figure B).

Extramedullary haematopoiesis is not uncommon when
intramedullary haematopoiesis is impaired.'”> Common sites
include the liver and spleen. It is unusual for extramedullary
haematopoiesis to involve the perine-
phric fat. The role of splenectomy in
accelerating the development of
extramedullary haematopoiesis in
uncommon sites has become
increasingly apparent.!
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