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APPENDIX 4. Potentially preventable hospitalisations – a performance measure for 

primary health services  

Potentially preventable hospitalizations (PPH) are hospital admissions for certain acute, 

chronic and vaccine preventable diseases which could be prevented if primary health care 

was more responsive, accessible, acceptable and appropriate.  Nationally, Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islanders in remote or very remote locations have nearly six times the rate of 

PPH (selected) than non-Indigenous Australians (age-standardised, 2009-10). In major 

cities, inner and outer regional areas, rates are 2-3 times higher.1  PPH rates are 1.5 times 

higher than non-Indigenous Australians even after controlling for age, sex and remoteness.2 

Differential PPH rates exist in LHN regions, but data is not disaggregated by Aboriginality. 

For example in Queensland, Cape York, the Torres- Strait Northern Peninsular, and the 

North West LHNs report two times the rate of PPHs in their populations than the state-

average.3 
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Officer Queensland. Queensland Government, Brisbane, 2014:32. 

 

 


